BEFORE THE FLORIDA
JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS COMMISSION

INQUIRY CONCERNING A
JUDGE, NO. 01-244 CASE NO.: SC01-2670
/

MOTION TO SEAL

COMES NOW, the Respondent, theHonorable CharlesW. Copeby and through hisundersigned
counsdl and hereby requests this honorable court issue an order sedling hisresponse to Speciad Counsd’s
motion to compd and in support thereof sates:.

1 Specia Counsd filed amotion to compe medical recordsover the
course of the Respondent’ s lifetime.

2. Such medicd records are confidentid pursuant to Florida
Satutes. Therecordssought by Specid Counsel arenot only privileged, they are
irrdevant to this proceeding; and Specid Counsd’s effort to compel ther
production congtitutes an oppressive abuse of process.

3. Respondent accordingly hasfiled his motion for protective order
and objectionto Specid Counsd’ smotionto compel. That responseisfiled under
sedl, because it contains facts pertinent to Respondent’ s medica condition which
are both irrdlevant to this proceeding and confidentiad per Florida Statutes 88
395.3025, et seq. and 397.501, et seg. The Respondent’s motion aso contains
information which must remain confidentia pursuant to Rule 6(b) of the Horida
Judicid Qudifications Commisson.

Respectfully submitted,



ROBERT W. MERKLE, ESQ.
Florida Bar Number: 138183
MERKLE & MAGRI, PA.

5510 West LaSdlle Street
Tampa, Florida 33607
Telephone: (813) 281-9000

Facsimile: (813) 281-2223

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| HEREBY CERTIFY that atrueand correct copy of theforegoing hasbeen furnished viafacamile
and U.S. Mall to: Judge JamesR. Jor genson, Chair of the Judicid Qudifications Commisson Hearing
Pandl, 3" District Court of Appeal, 2001 SW. 117" Avenue, Miami, Florida33175-1716; Judge James
R. Wolf, Chair of the Judicid Quadifications Commission Investigative Pandl, 1% District Court of Apped,
301 Martin Luther King, Jr., Boulevard, Talahassee, Florida 32399-1850; John Beranek, Esq.,
Counsel totheHearing Panel of the Judicid QudificationsCommission, P.O. Box 391, Talahassee, Florida
32302; John S. Mills, Esq., Specid Counsdl, Foley & Laudner, 200 Laura Street, Jacksonville, Florida
32201-0240; Brooke S. K ennerly, Executive Director of the HoridaJudicid QudificationsCommisson,
1110 Thomasville Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32303; Thomas C. MacDonald, Jr., Esg., Generd
Counsdl to the Invedtigative Pand of the Judicid Quadlifications Commisson, 100 North Tampa Strest,
Suite 2100, Tampa, Florida 33602, Louis Kwall, Esqg., Co-Counsel for Respondent, 133 North Ft.

Harrison Avenue, Clearwater, Florida 33755; this 25" day of February, 2002.



ROBERT W. MERKLE, ESQ.



